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Level 6: Learner profile

The materials in this folder consist of a learner profile which is judged to show the
characteristics of a learner’s standards of attainment which, overall, are at level 6.
The commentary should enable the reader to see why the learner profile has been
given a best-fit level 6.

The level of detail exemplified here in the commentary is intended to give a good
sense of how a best-fit level can be fully justified, in the case of learner profiles.
For in-school awarding of best-fit levels at the end of a key stage and in-school
moderation, it is still necessary for the teacher to justify that the range of work
required is covered and the appropriate standard reached to award a best-fit level.
How this is demonstrated is for each school to determine.

A learner profile will typically contain the work of one pupil from across the range of
the subject and provide sufficient evidence to enable a judgement to be made on
the level which best fits the standard represented in the profile. A learner profile
should be as straightforward as the pupil’s book or books which show evidence of
the characteristics of levels and relevant attainment target(s). Other work which
would give the complete picture of a pupil’s standards might include a
theme/topic book, audio visual recordings, reading record. A commentary on the
learner profile will make clear how, on balance, the best fit judgement has been
reached and why it is not at the level above or below if it is borderline. The
commentary will signpost where the evidence of achievement at a particular level
can be seen in the exercise book or other original material produced in the year.



Mathematics: Learner profile

Level 6

Comment Source Reference
In the ‘Big Calculations’ task, the learner is able to identify
and obtain information in order to calculate how many
seconds there are in a year. This level 5 characteristic is also
evident throughout the algebra and fraction work whereby
the learner regularly identifies and obtains information to
solve problems.

When expressing a number as a product of its prime factors,
the learner makes general statements of his own based on his
evidence and concludes that, if the powers are even then the
number must be a square number.

Within the context of angle properties and parallel lines at
level 6, the learner solves complex problems by breaking
them down into smaller tasks and provides some justification.

In the ‘loft conversion’ task, the learner is able to interpret,
discuss and synthesise the information provided in order to
work out how much architrave is required. The learner works
systematically without teacher input.

Within the number strand it is evident that level 4 and level
5 number work is sustained throughout, which then feeds
into the demand of the level 6 work.

There is regular practice of multiplying and dividing whole
numbers and decimals.

Book 2

The learner shows evidence of understanding the four
operations in negative numbers which is subsequently used
in solving equations, simplifying algebraic expressions and
BODMAS involving powers and brackets.

There is extensive evidence of work involving fractions,
including the four operations, equivalences and mixed
numbers to top heavy fractions at level 6. During work on
adding and subtracting mixed numbers, the learner realises
that his original method is not working and calls on his prior
knowledge of mixed numbers and top heavy fractions in
order to solve the problems correctly.

Book 2 p5-6

Book 2 p24

Book 2 p51-52

Book 3 p70–72

                   p21 and 35
Book 3       p70

Book 2 p7 ff

Book 2 p61



The learner calculates a percentage increase or decrease by
using the multiplier method which shows a thorough
understanding of this topic and the demand of level 6.

Within the algebra strand, when given word problems, the
learner identifies and obtains information to solve the
problems before forming and solving a variety of linear
equations. The equations include those with brackets, an
unknown on both sides and fractions linking to the work on
equivalent fractions and adding/subtracting fractions.

There is extensive evidence of algebraic work at level 6:
expanding brackets, simple factorising, simplifying
expressions (involving negative numbers), simple substitution
and drawing linear graphs by mapping algebraically, which
again shows a comprehensive understanding of this work.

Within the shape strand the learner recaps enlarging shapes
by a positive whole number scale factor. This is characteristic
of level 6. The learner knows the properties of quadrilaterals
and is beginning to use them to classify quadrilaterals.
However, in order to secure level 6 further evidence of the
learner using properties of quadrilaterals to solve problems is
required.

Within the measures strand there is extensive evidence of
level 6 work.

The learner builds on his skills of angle properties, which
confidently leads to using the properties of intersecting and
parallel lines at level 6.

The work on area and volume consolidates understanding at
level 5 and leads onto area and circumference of circles
which is characteristic of level 6.

There is evidence of level 6 within the data strand.

The learner starts by using the probability scale from 0 to 1
moving on to the demand of level 6 by identifying all
outcomes when dealing with a combination of 2 experiments.
The learner answers correctly GCSE past paper questions on
finding and justifying probabilities at the demand of level 6.

Book 2

Book 1 p27

Book 3 p17-18

Book 3 p7
p28-29

Book 3 p64

Book 2 p51-52
p78

Book 3 p 55-58

p67-74



In terms of graph work, while there is no evidence that the
learner has collected data, various graphs have been
constructed and interpreted meeting the demand of both
levels 5 and 6.

Best-fit level: Summary

The collection of work reflects evidence from across the skills and range of the mathematics
programme of study.

Both level 5 and 6 criteria were considered for this profile. Three exercise books, assessments
and homework tasks are included in this collection of work.

Based on the evidence available the learner demonstrates performance beyond level 5 and
nearly all of the level 6 criteria.  Therefore the best-fit judgement is level 6. However, to
strengthen this, additional work based around rich investigational tasks will ensure the
learner is given opportunities to provide mathematical justifications to support their
conclusions.

Book 3 p32–44


