


Foreword

The profile also includes a detailed commentary which provides clarity on why the
best-fit judgment was awarded. There is no suggestion or expectation that a
learner profile is produced for every pupil in the cohort or that teachers write such
an extensive commentary.

This profile is intended to help teachers see the type of evidence that can be used
to take to a cluster meeting, in order to support the best-fit judgements made. It
also clearly demonstrates that the evidence predominantly lies in a pupil’s book
and hence is what is already available to the teacher.
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Task 1

Group Discussion: ‘Macbeth’

The pupils studied ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare. As a pre-reading exercise,
 they were set the task of conducting a group discussion to explore the opening 
scene of the play. They explored the context of the play first, having a brief 
knowledge of its basic plot. They were then split into groups and given a task of 
exploring and annotating Act 1, Scene 1 with focus on commenting on mood and 
atmosphere and understanding meaning and the effect of techniques used.
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Task 2

Individual Presentation:  ‘Animal Cruelty’

The pupils were set the task of selecting a topic of interest to them and delivering 
a persuasive speech on the topic to their peers. They were set a clear purpose 
and audience for the task and they were given time to prepare their presentation. 
GCSE Standardising material for the Speaking and Listening element was used 
as a model for the pupils, who then set their own criteria for assessment based 
upon the level descriptors and their findings regarding an effective speech.  The 
pupil chose to speak about Animal Cruelty.
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Task 3

Wilfred Owen:  ‘The Next War’
Siegfried Sassoon:  ‘Does It Matter?’

The task selected for the profile to exemplify the level is a comparison of 
two war poems with a focus on language, form, structure and content. The 
pupils studied the poems in class, individually and in groups, and were 
taught how to structure comparative exploration of two texts.
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Task 4

Bill Bryson:  ‘A View Of Llandudno’

The task selected for the profile demonstrates the pupil’s ability to explore 
non-literary test with a focus on the effect created by the writer’s choice of 
language. The task required an analysis of the impression created by the writer 
of Llandudno, with a focus on the writer’s creation of atmosphere, use of 
descriptive detail and tone.



The pupil’s work was based on ‘Notes from a Small 
Island (A view of Llandudno) ‘ (Black Swan), Chapter 
20. Permission is being sought to reproduce the 
extract as part of this material.
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Task 5

Persuasive Writing:  Sponsoring A Puppy

The pupils studied rhetorical devices and persuasive techniques in 
non-literary writing, and studied the ‘Guide Dogs’ newsletter in class. They 
discussed its structure, language and how it’s persuasive, and were asked to 
produce an extended response to the question, using evidence to support 
their views.
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Task 6

Story Continuation

The pupils read Robert Swindells’  novel ‘Stone Cold’ together in class. They 
then studied narrative voice, structure and plot. They used their knowledge of 
these features to create an effective continuation of the plot of the novel in the 
narrative voice of Link.
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Task 7

Writing A Persuasive Speech

The pupils studied a series of texts and powerful speeches given by 
influential speakers of the past and present. They completed an analysis 
of the persuasive effects used by speakers and their impact, and they 
also wrote a speech of their own using the persuasive techniques 
studied. They then delivered a speech to the rest of the class using only 
notes, with the aim of persuading the class to a point of view or to take 
up a new hobby.
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Task 8

Letter Of Complaint

The pupils were asked to write a letter, using an appropriate tone and 
register, to complain about a recent holiday. They looked at examples of
 formal and informal letters and were instructed to write in an engaging 
way, suitable for PAL (purpose, audience and layout) and to be formal in
 their tone.
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Hotel X
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