


 

 STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT IN GLUING - GLUE STICK 

DESCRIPTION OF STAGE  ADULT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

 Adult - Provides glue stick and dark 
paper to ensure glue can be seen 
when applied. Models how to put  
smaller pieces of paper directly onto 
glue. 
Resources - glue stick, dark base 
sheet of paper, smaller pieces of  
paper.  

Puts glue on base sheet of paper 
randomly and places smaller 
pieces of paper anywhere  
(not specifically on glued area). 

 Adult - Models how to get glue stick 
ready for use. Not too much out of 
top. Wind down glue stick. Push lid 
back on. 
Resources - Glue stick, objects/toys 
which encourage fine motor skills 
push, pull, twist e.g. Poly M, wind-up 
toys. 

Removes lid and twists glue stick. 

 Adult - Provides collage materials 
which will stick easily onto paper.   
Resources - glue stick, tissue  
paper, cellophane, foil. 

Puts glue randomly on paper and 

places materials on glued area. 

 Adult - Provides wider variety of 
materials for child to freely explore 
and experiment with. 
Resources - glue, various materials 
e.g. wool, sequins. 
 

Puts glue and materials on  
paper with increasing control. 

 Adult - Encourages child to cut/tear 
their own small pieces of paper to 
glue. Encourages child to put these 
pieces flat onto table surface to  
apply glue. 
Resources - glue, variety of paper, 
old magazines and catalogues,  
scissors. 

Puts glue directly onto small pieces 
of paper and sticks onto base sheet 
of paper. 



 

 STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT IN GLUING - USING OTHER GLUES 

DESCRIPTION OF STAGE  ADULT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

 Adult - Models holding the glue 
spatula, scooping the glue out of a 
pot, scraping the spatula against the 
side of the pot, putting the glue onto 
the paper where required and 
spreading it out. 
Resources - PVA glue, glue 
spreader, glue pot, dark paper 

Prepares to use PVA glue - holds 
the glue spatula, scooping the glue 
out of a pot, drizzling the glue onto 
the paper, spreading the glue out 

 Adult - Provides collage materials 
which will stick easily onto paper.   
Resources - glue stick, tissue  
paper, cellophane, foil. 
 
 
 

Puts glue randomly on paper and 

places materials on glued area. 

 Adult - Provides wider variety of 
materials for child to freely explore 
and experiment with. 
Resources - glue, various materials 
e.g. wool, sequins, pasta. 
 

Puts glue and materials on  
paper with increasing control. 

 Adult - Encourages child to cut/tear 
their own small pieces of paper to 
glue. Encourages child to put these 
pieces flat onto table surface to  
apply glue. 
Resources - glue, variety of paper, 
old magazines and catalogues,  
scissors. 

Puts glue directly onto small pieces 
of paper and sticks onto base sheet 
of paper. 

 Adult - Provides a range of  glues 
and applicators. Encourages  
experimentation and problem  
solving. Supports child when  
evaluating  their choices. 
Resources - wide range of glues 
and different workshop resources. 

Selects the appropriate glue for a 
specific purpose. 



 

 STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT IN JOINING (1) 

DESCRIPTION OF STAGE  ADULT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

 Adult - Provides pieces of tape, e.g. 
masking tape. Shows how to press 
tape onto paper. 
Resources - Paper to stick tape 
onto, pieces of masking tape. 

Sticks tape randomly onto base 
sheet of paper and discovers the 
sticking properties of tape. 

 Adult - Provides easy to tear tape 
e.g. masking tape. Models how to 
tear and supports the child. 
Resources - Paper to stick tape 
onto, masking tape. 

Tears pieces of masking tape 

 Adult - Models how to use sticky 
tape dispenser safely. Supervises 
child. 
Resources - Sturdy table top tape 
dispenser, range of tape, paper. 

Uses the tape dispenser. 

 Adult - Models how to connect 
small pieces of paper onto base 
sheet of paper. 
Resources - Large and small 
pieces of paper, range of tape. 

Sticks smaller pieces of paper onto 
base sheet of paper using tape. 

 Adult  - Provides a selection of  
resources that children can tape 
onto paper.  
Resources - Tape (clear) feathers, 
string, leaves, ribbon, small pieces 
of fabric, card, paper. 

Uses clear tape to stick other  
resources onto paper. 



 

 STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT IN JOINING (2)  

DESCRIPTION OF STAGE  ADULT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

 Adult - Supports child to  
explore and experiment joining 
pieces of paper with tape. 
Resources - Tape, paper of  
assorted sizes. 
 
 

Uses tape to join two pieces of  
paper alongside each other. 

 Adult - Assists child to manipulate, 
position and stick objects.  
Resources  - Choice of tapes, 3D 
objects. 

Uses tape to join together 3D  
objects.  

 Adult - Supports child as they  
become familiar with the different 
properties of different tapes. 
Resources - Wide range of tapes 
and resources. 

Chooses the appropriate tape for 
the purpose. 

 Adult - Supports child to explore 
and experiment.  
Resources  - Choice of tapes, 2D 
and 3D resources. 

Explores and experiments with  
different tapes for joining 2D and 
3D resources together. 


