READING PLAN

1. Look at the examples below. Highlight key words for evaluation and any good evaluation features.
2. Discuss in your group then report back to the rest of the class.

Example 1

What went well?

I had chosen to volunteer my community hours with a year 7 pupil as part of the morning reading plan at school. This was a different experience for me with a number of challenges but I had great satisfaction in seeing the pupil improve his reading standard so this was a very positive thing in my opinion. I had successfully created a detailed action plan with appropriate steps so that I knew exactly what needed to be done at every step.  This helped particularly at the start because I knew what needed to be done in the first session with the pupil.  I then followed my action plan step by step as intended so that I always knew what I needed to do from session to session. I was able to be present and on time for every session in order to start immediately and make the most of the time we had. This ensured that I was very well organised at all times. This showed the pupil that I was enthusiastic and willing to help.  With the support of our supervising teacher, I successfully identified my reading partner’s common errors and because of this my partner’s reading standard improved as the weeks went by, so I’m very proud of this fact.  My reading partner had a keen interest in sport and wasn’t particularly fond of reading.  After a few sessions I decided to search for a sport themed book for my partner so that he’d be more interested in reading it.  This worked well so my partner then enjoyed these reading sessions more.  I was also praised by the school deputy for volunteering my time and attending each session on time to help others, so I’m very proud of this.
What didn’t go as well?

The experience of helping to raise the reading standard of a year 7 pupil was a special one and I enjoyed it greatly, but there were a few things I could have done better.  This was a new experience for me, and although I was extremely enthusiastic, I wasn’t very confident initially and I think this showed. I seemed unsure of what exactly I was doing at times due to a lack of experience in this area.  As the sessions progressed my confidence improved so after about a fortnight I was very comfortable.  Because of this, I was more willing to step in to correct and praise my reading partner. At the start of the reading plan I found it hard to identify my reading partner’s common errors. This continued for about 3 sessions.  I should have solved the problem and communicated with the supervising teacher immediately rather than leaving it until the 4th session, so next time I now know to ask for help immediately rather than wait until the 4th session.  Most of the process was trouble-free but if I had an opportunity like this again I’d like to think I’d be more ready after this experience.
READING PLAN 
Example 2

What went well?

For my community hours I chose to help a year 7 pupil with his reading.  I had created an action plan with clear steps so that I knew what to do next.  I then followed my action plan.  I used my communication skills to ask questions to my reading partner and to show how he says words right. I turned up for every session on time, usually before the pupil.  
What didn’t go as well?

I had no prior experience of doing something like this so it was hard to know what to do sometimes without someone to tell me.  I wasn’t very confident at the start and this affected how I worked with the pupil. Because of this, I was also unsure if I was picking up the pupil’s errors.  This continued for about a fortnight.  I should have asked the teacher for help immediately instead of waiting so long.

NATIONAL/COMMUNITY/19.1

