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In preparation for the introduction of new GCSEs in Welsh First Language, English and Maths in 

September 2015 (and Science in 2016), Welsh Government invited the four regional Consortia to 

apply for funding. GwE’s application was successful and funding was confirmed for the financial 

years 2014-15 and 2015-16. 

 

This is the fifth GwE ‘GCSE 2015 / PISA’ bulletin to keep schools informed of the developments to 

date and future developments in relation to the ‘GSCE 2015 / PISA’ project together with other 

related developments. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ‘Lead Schools’ for the region in the four core subjects are: 

• English: Ysgol Bryn Elian (Lead Practitioner: Louise Wallace) 

• Mathematics: Ysgol Eirias (Lead Practitioner: Zoe Evans) 

• Welsh: Gwynedd Cluster (Ysgol Botwnnog/Ysgol Tryfan/Ysgol Dyffryn Ogwen) (Lead 

Practitioners: Tegwen Llwyd / Esyllt Maelor / Cheryl Roberts / Jeni Lyn Morris / Dafydd 

Roberts) 

• Science: Ysgol yr Alun (Lead Practitioner: Andy Rees) 

 

To ensure Maths and Science materials are fully bilingual and that they have a Welsh dimension, 

Ysgol Glan Clwyd is working with Ysgol Eirias with regard to Maths, whilst Anglesey schools are 

working with Ysgol Alun with regard to Science. 

 

The second ‘wave’ workshops for GCSE Welsh take place in July whilst English took place in June. 

Feedback received was once again very positive.  

 

Introduction 

Developments to Date 

 

GCSE 2015 / PISA Bulletin 
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During the term, the ‘Lead Practitioners’ for Maths and Science have been attending ‘Maths / 

Science Forum meetings’ within several of the Local Authorities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. GCSE 2015: 

• GwE: 

All exemplar resources / materials produced by the ‘Lead Schools’ are available on 

the GwE website: 

 

http://www.gwegogledd.cymru 

 

To access the resources, ‘click’ on: ‘GCSE’ (a ‘User Name’ and ‘Password’ are 

required to enter the site – these have been supplied to all schools [Headteachers 

and Heads of Welsh / English/ Maths / Science] – please note: the site is under 

continuous development, thus some areas have not yet been “populated”; in 

addition, as the Science specifications have only recently been received, this area 

is currently being developed) 

 

• Hwb: 

https://hwb.wales.gov.uk/Resources 

 

• WJEC: 

http://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/SearchResources.aspx 

 

• BBC: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ 

 

 

2. Welsh Baccalaureate: 

• GwE: 

All resources / materials produced by the Welsh Baccalaureate ‘Lead Practitioners’ 

and the Working Groups are available on the GwE website: 

 

http://www.gwegogledd.cymru 

 

To access the resources, ‘click’ on: ‘Welsh Baccalaureate’ (a ‘User Name’ and 

‘Password’ are required to enter the site – these have been supplied to all schools 

[Headteachers and Welsh Bac Co-Ordinators] – please note: the site is under 

continuous development) 

Resources 
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• EAS / CSC Consortia: 

http://www.sewales.org.uk/WelshBaccalaureate.aspx 

    

• ERW Consortium: 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/75l80heac3eedbm/AABfPCfSvWmdlMN4Sw9sR8

Ova?oref=e 

 

• Sustrans (resources to support the ‘Global Citizenship Challenge’): 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/wales/what-we-do/education-and-young-people-

wales/curriculum-

resources?utm_source=Sustrans&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5825312

_Welsh%20Baccalaureate&dm_t=0%2C0%2C0%2C0%2C0 

 

• Hwb: 

https://hwb.wales.gov.uk/Resources 

 

• WJEC: 

http://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/SearchResources.aspx 

 

• BBC: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/0/ 

 

 

 

 
 

During 2015-16, the ‘Lead Schools’ will: 

• Continue to produce exemplar resources / materials 

• Ensure that resources / materials are uploaded onto the GwE website 

• Run further ‘workshops’ (dates of the workshops will be confirmed in September) 

• be available to support individual schools / clusters of schools 

• attend LA subject forums. 

 

It is hoped that during 2015-16 forums will have been formed for Welsh, English, Maths, Science 

and the Welsh Baccalaureate in each of the six Local Authorities. The aim is for these forums to 

meet regularly to discuss developments, share good practice, develop and share resources and 

that they become ‘self-supporting’ and sustainable for the future.  
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1) The Welsh Baccalaureate: 

GwE is supporting schools in preparation for the introduction of the revised Welsh BAC in 

September 2015 and this support includes the following: 

• Four ‘Lead Practitioners’ led the developmental work 

� Hywel Parry: Ysgol John Bright 

� Gwenno Jarvis: Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy  

� Catherine Jones:  Ysgol Glan Clwyd   

� Gill Ovens:  John Summers High School 

• Four working groups were formed to develop exemplar materials/resources for the 3 

‘Challenges’: Community Challenge / Global Citizenship Challenge / Enterprise and 

Employability Challenge and the Individual Project.   

• Resources group has identified existing suitable web-based resources to use for skills 

development. 

• A Regional Conference was held on May 15
th

, 2015 to disseminate materials/resources 

produced by the working groups. Attendance at the Conference was excellent: 

 

Number of secondary schools in the Region = 55 
Welsh Bac. 

Conference 

Number of schools that attended the Conference: 
54 

(98%) 

Number of attendees: 
(including representatives from Colleges, WJEC and schools fro outside the region) 

102 

 

Analysis of the evaluation sheets shows that at least 69% (and for the majority of 

statements 93% or more) of attendees agreed or strongly agreed with the following 

statements: 

 
% age of attendees who agreed/strongly agreed with the 

statements below for each subject workshop: 
Welsh Bac. 

Conference 

The objectives of the training were clearly defined 96% 

Participation and interaction were encouraged 69% 

The topics covered were relevant to me  100% 

The content was organised and easy to follow 87% 

The materials distributed were helpful 93% 

This training experience will be useful in my work 100% 

The trainer was knowledgeable  about the training topics 95% 

The trainer was well prepared 93% 

The training objectives were met 100% 

 

Other Developments 
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• All resources / materials produced by the Welsh Baccalaureate ‘Lead Practitioners’ and 

the Working Groups are available on the GwE website (see above). 

• Gwenno Jarvis (Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy)  has been appointed on a part time secondment for 

two terms (Autumn and Spring terms, 2015-16) to support Schools in implementing the 

revised Welsh Baccalaureate from September 2015 

   

 

2) Phase 1 implementation of the curriculum and assessment review: 

GwE is supporting schools in the region to prepare for implementing Phase 1 of the Revised 

Programmes of Study, which will be statutory in September 2015. The ‘Lead Practitioners are: 

 

• Welsh/English/Literacy:  Elan Davies, Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy 

• Mathematics/Numeracy: Gemma Hawkins, Ysgol John Bright 

  

During this term KS3 revised Programmes of Study  events for English and Welsh First Language 

have been repeated.   A repeat of the KS3 Maths PoS event is being organised for the Autumn 

term, 2015-16. 

 

Second follow on events for KS3 PoS in English, Welsh and Maths are being organised for the 

Autumn term 2015-16; in addition, the Literacy training event  will be repeated for Literacy 

Co-Ordinators that are new in post. 

 

.       

3) PISA style questions: 

Ninety PISA style questions in Science, Mathematics and reading, commissioned by Welsh 

Government, are available on ‘Hwb’ for students and teachers to try. These questions are entirely 

computer based. To use these questions please visit the ‘Hwb’ site: 

 

https://hwb.wales.gov.uk/Pages/PISA 

 
 

4)  PISA Study 

The 6
th

 PISA Study is due to take place in November 2015. A representative sample of schools 

from across Wales has been selected by the OECD and have been invited to take part in the Study 

by RM, who will be administering the main Study in Wales, England and Northern Ireland.  
 

There is a clear link between the skills base of the population and the economic health of a 

nation.  The cost of a low skills base in economic terms is significant.  The cost of low skills to an 

individual can be devastating.  It is imperative our pupils are equipped in the classroom with skills 

that translate to the workplace and life.  School leaders, teachers, and support staff need to 

understand how important it is for all our young people to have these skills. 
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These are the skills tested in PISA.  These are also the skills being tested in the new GCSEs for 

Welsh, English and Maths from September 2015 , and Science from September 2016.  

  

PISA is not the only measure of how our education system delivers, but it is a globally recognised 

one.  Schools have a fundamental task of preparing their pupils for working life.  How well, and 

fairly, a country educates its people has long been a benchmark about how the world thinks of 

that society.  Tests, such as PISA, provide hard data on that benchmark.  They measure how well 

we, as a system, are preparing pupils with the skills they need to lead the best lives they can.  

They challenge us to do better for the young people who place their trust in us.   

 

Fundamental to pupils being able to demonstrate their skill acquisition is competence in literacy 

and numeracy.  Welsh Government is sustaining the focus on literacy and numeracy across the 

curriculum, this is of critical importance to enable pupils to answer PISA style questions, and the 

new GCSEs. It is critical for their future learning and career progression and It is essential that 

schools capitalise on the range of support available to ensure that all their pupils progress from 

compulsory education equipped for life in these key priority areas.  

 

The new GCSEs and PISA also test specific understanding in reading, mathematics and science, 

and the ability to apply that knowledge and understanding in different contexts.  Previous PISA 

assessments have highlighted that Wales has been falling behind.  We have, for example, seen a 

steady decline in our pupils’ levels of scientific literacy, matched by a notable increase in take up 

of certain vocational qualifications.  Changes in performance measures and the GCSEs in science 

will address this. Schools need to do everything possible to ensure all pupils have the level of 

scientific literacy needed to survive and thrive in an increasingly science and technology driven 

world. 

 

 

5)  IRIS 

As part of the ‘GCSE 2015 / PISA project’, GwE has purchased ‘IRIS connect’ for twelve secondary 

schools across North Wales. ‘IRIS Connect’ has also been purchased for six primary schools across 

the region (each one located within the catchment area of a Secondary School receiving ‘IRIS’). 

The intention is for teachers to use ‘IRIS’ to reflect on their teaching, improve their teaching and 

learning and to share good practice. 
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• GCSE 2015 /PISA project  workshops: 

Dates of the workshops will be confirmed in September. 

 

• KS3 revised PoS events: 

Dates of the workshops will be confirmed in September. 

 

• WJEC GCSE events: 

To support the introduction of the revised GCSE’s in Welsh, English, Maths and Science: 

 

WJEC 

Subject: Event: Location: Date: 

Welsh 
Welsh Language and Welsh 

Literature 
Llandudno 20.10.15 

English 
English Language and English 

Literature 

Mold 

Bangor 

10.11.15 

11.11.15 

Mathematics Mathematics Llandudno  27.11.15 

Science 

Briefing Session 
Mold 

Caernarfon 

11.11.15 

12.11.15 

Preparing to Teach 
Mold 

Caernarfon 

  9.3.16 

10.3.16 

To register for these events: 

 

http://www.wjec.co.uk/teachers/ 

 

 

For further details about information contained in this bulletin, please contact: 

 

Peter Maddocks, Senior Challenge Adviser 

GwE, Government Buildings, Dinerth Road, Colwyn Bay LL28 4UL 

0300 500 8087 / 07810813325 

petermaddocks@gwegogledd.cymru 

Dates for the Diary 


