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Level 5: Learner profile

The materials in this folder consist of a learner profile which is judged to show the
characteristics of a learner’s standards of attainment which, overall, are at level 5.
The commentary should enable the reader to see why the learner profile has been
given a best-fit level 5.

The level of detail exemplified here in the commentary is intended to give a good
sense of how a best-fit level can be fully justified, in the case of learner profiles.
For in-school awarding of best-fit levels at the end of a key stage and in-school
moderation, it is still necessary for the teacher to justify that the range of work
required is covered and the appropriate standard reached to award a best-fit level.
How this is demonstrated is for each school to determine.

A learner profile will typically contain the work of one pupil from across the range of
the subject and provide sufficient evidence to enable a judgement to be made on
the level which best fits the standard represented in the profile. A learner profile
should be as straightforward as the pupil’s book or books which show evidence of
the characteristics of levels and relevant attainment target(s). Other work which
would give the complete picture of a pupil’s standards might include a
theme/topic book, audio visual recordings, reading record. A commentary on the
learner profile will make clear how, on balance, the best fit judgement has been
reached and why it is not at the level above or below if it is borderline. The
commentary will signpost where the evidence of achievement at a particular level
can be seen in the exercise book or other original material produced in the year.



Mathematics: Learner profile

Level 5

Commentary
(all comments reflect attainment at level 5 unless indicated
otherwise)

Source Reference

The learner has completed a number of problem solving
and reasoning activities.

In these activities the learner identifies and obtains
information to solve problems and makes general statements
of her own.

Maths
exercise
book L5

In the investigational work the learner identifies a rule to
describe patterns found, constructs formulae and describes
situations mathematically using symbols, words and
diagrams. This is indicative of work within level 5.

Within the number strand there is clear evidence of level 5
work.

The learner demonstrates understanding of the number
system with evidence of whole number and decimal place
value and the effect of multiplying and dividing by 10, 100
and 1000.

Maths
exercise
book L5

There is very strong evidence of multiplying and dividing
whole numbers and decimals at a procedural level.

The learner is also able to apply these skills in the context of
measures when calculating the area of compound shapes.

The learner estimates answers in the context of money and
checks calculations by applying inverse operations.

Although the learner demonstrates a sound understanding of
calculating fractional and percentage parts of quantities,
these particular activities are more characteristic of level 4

p69-71
p135-144
p150-161

p150-161

p3-5

p11
p17
p61-62

p88-89

p61
p19

p49-54



than level 5. However, during whiteboard extension work the
learner demonstrates the ability to calculate more difficult
percentages of quantities and measures and this is more
characteristic of level 5.

There is also evidence of calculating ratios, which is indicative
of work at level 6.

The learner shows an understanding of negative numbers in
the context of temperature; however, this does not meet the
demand of level 5.  Further work demonstrating addition and
subtraction of positive and negative numbers beyond the
context of temperature would be more characteristic of level
5.

There is evidence of level 5 work within the measures
strand.

The learner is able to measure and draw angles to the nearest
degree.

There is further evidence of solving problems using angle
properties of intersecting lines which is characteristic of level
6.

Maths
exercise
book L5

The learner shows an understanding of metric conversions
and knows the rough metric equivalents of some imperial
units, as evidenced in the conversion of litres to pints and
metres to feet and inches.

There is a considerable range of work on area

and volume,

which is underpinned by the application of level 5 number
skills to calculate the areas and volumes of compound
shapes.

Within the geometry strand, the learner demonstrates a
clear understanding of simple transformations by translating,
reflecting and rotating 2d shapes within all four quadrants,
which is characteristic of level 5. There is also evidence of
recognising and identifying all symmetries of 2d shapes.

Maths
exercise
book L5
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Level 5 work is evidenced within the algebra strand.

The learner uses co-ordinates in all four quadrants
and constructs and uses simple formulae.

Maths
exercise
book L5

The learner is also able to find the rule for the next term in a
sequence. This is indicative of work at level 6.

Within the data strand there is clear evidence of level 4 and
level 5 work.

The learner draws and interprets frequency diagrams and is
able to construct and interpret simple line graphs. This is
characteristic of work at level 4 with the exception of the line
graph showing the amount of electricity used on cup final
day. In this task, the learner is required to explain her
reasoning and draw her own conclusions, which is a higher
level of skill than is characteristic of level 4.

Maths
exercise
book L5

The learner demonstrates that she is able to interpret and
compare pie charts using her understanding of proportion to
provide reasons for her answers. This is also typical of level 5.
Further characteristics of level 5 graph work would include an
expectation that the learner constructs graphs using graph
paper so allowing the learner to read the graph with greater
precision.

The learner demonstrates an ability to calculate the mode,
median and the mean of discrete data. This is characteristic
of level 4 work.

The learner is able to compare shoe sizes in two different
classes, calculating the mode and the mean of the set of data.
She explains reasons for her conclusions based on the mode
although there is no reference to the range. However, since it
is characteristic of level 5 to use the mean (not just the mode)
to compare two simple distributions, and no reference is
made to the range, the learner’s work on averages is more
characteristic of level 4 than level 5.

The learner is able to calculate probabilities as well as use the
probability scale from 0 to 1. This is characteristic of level 5.
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Best-fit level: Summary

The evidence of work reflects achievement within both the skills and the range of the
mathematics programme of study. Levels 4, 5 and 6 were considered as there were
characteristics of all three levels evident in the work.

Based on the evidence available, only a small minority of the work is characteristic of level 4
standards of attainment. Nearly all of the level 5 criteria are achieved with aspects of level 6
in evidence. Therefore, the best-fit judgement is a strong level 5.


