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Our project – preparing for the new 

curriculum  

Why? 
...looking at one another’s 

schemes – eager to 

adapt and move the 

school forwards 



Deciding on a half term topic for the 

whole school 

China 

A topic which lends itself to much cross-

curricular creative work 



Looking at each other’s schemes 
Once FP and KS2 teacher had looked at 

each other’s schemes, a decision was made 

to follow up on the thematic success of the 

FP and roll this out to weekly activities from 

year 3 to 6, in preparation for the new 

curriculum.  



The schemes - across KS2 

Here is an example of a scheme for 

one of the areas within the topic. SC 

have been differentiated at four levels 

to accommodate the ability range in 

class, where every pupil has been 

assigned a specific colour group (from 

year 3 to 6). 

See above for breakdown of four 

year groups, the numeracy and 

literacy skills to be developed in 

the area and also the 

associated ICT skills.  

Work is differentiated at 

the child’s ability – a MAT 

child from Year 3 can be 

in the same group as a 

child in Year 5.  



Example of area: Writing area  

Task: Create and write a post card from China to your friend or family member 

living in Wales 

Writing 

• use vocabulary related to the topic or context of subject  

• use standard forms of verbs relevant to a context 

Year 3 literacy framework 3 

Year 4 literacy framework  

Year 5 literacy framework  

Year 6 literacy framework  

Writing 
• vary the order of words, phrases and clauses in sentences   

• use the standard form of a variety of verbs, e.g. present, past, negative forms  

Writing 
• use the standard form of a variety of verbs, e.g. present, past, negative forms  
• organise writing into sequences or sections  

 
Writing  
• use the standard form of a variety of verbs, e.g. present, past, negative forms  

• write a presentation that establishes context, with appropriately ordered points 



Example of Foundation Phase activities... 

Constructing 

an aeroplane 

to fly to China 

Studying the 
art of 

patterned 
plates 



Preparing a 
presentation 
on Chinese 

artefacts  

Serving traditional 

Chinese food 

Handling 

money and 

taking orders 

at the 

restaurant  



Writing opportunities in the 

Foundation Phase 



Factsheets on China 

Purple Mash  

Oral presentation 

on Chinese 

artefacts 

 * Video * 



Names of the areas in Key Stage 2 



Key Stage 2 Displays  

China! China! China!  



Number Area:  

Here, number is the main 

element of the task - 

referencing, graphing data 

and organising a trip for a 
family to China. However, 

geographical skills do play a 

part e.g. map work, countries 

and continents. 

Referencing  

 Rice and 
noodles in 

grams 

Collating data, 

mathematics 

mat.  



Numeracy across the curriculum  

The Task: How much 

rice can you pick up 

from the scales using 

chopsticks?! 

Remember to record 

the results and convert 

into a graph.  

 

 

When required by the task – we extend pupils’ number 

skills 

Numeracy Framework:  

Weight/mass: using weights  

of 5g, 10g and 100g 
 

Numeracy 

Framework: Timing 

activities in minutes 

and seconds   

Numeracy 

Framework:  

Present data using: 

– lists, tallies, tables 

and diagrams.  
 



One task ticks the skills: 

Number Framework  

 

Digital Competence 

Framework - j2 graph 

programme on Hwb 



Other examples of number tasks across the 

curriculum The task: finding distances of areas in China 

from each other: measuring in cm and mm 

before converting to km, organising the 

answers to find the furthest/nearest.  



• Write a recipe to create Chow Mein 

Chicken for 4 adults.   

• How much will it cost? Go on "ASDA online" 
to buy the ingredients – try and grab the 

best bargain for the class!  

Writing Area 

Create and write a post card from 
China to your friend or family member 

living in Wales.  

 1 for £2.50 or the  

offer - 2 for £4.90? 
£15 budget – don’t 

spend any more!  



Creative area  

Opportunity to 

create a Chinese 
dance – 

composing a 

melody before 

creating a 
dance to 

accompany the 

music!   

Following the 

tale of Patterned 

Plates and 

recreating 

 * Video * 



Creating area 

The task: Working in groups – 

cooperating and working in a team 

to create a dragon for the Chinese 

dance!  



The world around us 

Pupils’ work seen here, where more 

than one area has been covered. 

Pupils are expected to read a map of 

China/Asia and use the key to find the 

distances of Chinese cities from one 

another.  

Pupils had to use their 

referencing skills to plot 

Chinese destinations on a 

map.  

Map of Asia used to find other 

countries surrounding China. 

Mathematics then used to find the 

area of Asian countries.  



Digital Area 
The task: Using iMovie to present the history of China as a video 

Digital Competence 

Framework:  

Develop strategies 

for finding  

information using key 

words and 

techniques.   

 

Digital Competence 

Framework:  

Choose and combine 

a range of text, image 

and sound, animation 

and video to produce 

an outcome for 

selected purposes; 

using software 

methods to improve 

results for specific 

audiences.  

 * Fidio * 



A Chinese meal to round it all off!  

A few 
attempting to 

eat with 
chopsticks! 

All members of 

staff joining in! 

 Whole school celebrations 



Just the start... 

Evaluation 

 In retrospect, a number of the curriculum skills were successfully covered by KS2 pupils. 

 All pupils thoroughly enjoyed the tasks in the areas – and have shown good progress in 

their work.  

 An element of independent working, and group work, was very effective.  

Next steps? 

 Develop the schemes for a new topic – incorporate new skills. 

 Fine tune and improve aspects  of cross-curricular planning.  



By now... 

The surrounding world 

area 

Creative area 

Number area 

Digital area 

Writing area 


