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The Croatian men’s football league is not very successful in terms of European appearances in European competitions. The most successful club in Croatia is Dinamo Zagreb having won fifteen Croatian First League titles, twelve Croatian Football Cups and four Croatian Football Super Cups. In terms of European appearances and in the champions league Dinamo Zagreb have made 16 appearances and qualified for the knockout stages once. Dinamo Zagreb’s rivals Rijeka and Hadjuk have both had appearances in the champion’s league, but never managed to qualify from the group stages. The Croatian league consists of 8 separate leagues and divisions. Through these divisions many successful players have come through their native clubs and made it big in terms of making it to bigger European clubs. A good example of this would be Luka Modric who came through the Dinamo Zagreb youth up to the first team where he has been spotted by bigger clubs, further developed his career and now plays at the highest level of football for one of the most successful clubs in the world at Real Madrid. There are many other Croatian players who have made it from playing in the Croatian league as well, but Luka Modric has been used as an example because he is one of the most successful Croatian footballers of all time. I found this information at: http://www.uefa.com/memberassociations/association=cro/domesticleague/index.html

The Croatian league is a very equal league with many good teams fighting for the title and other league trophies. The club with the most league trophies in Croatia is dynamo Zagreb with a dominant sixteen league titles and twelve league cups and the Croatian super cup 5 times. In terms of who has won the most trophies in Croatia it is clearly Dinamo Zagreb. The second most successful club in Croatia is HNK Rijeka who have won the Croatian league three times and the Croatian cup three times also. In terms of trophies won in the welsh league there are many various small clubs who have won the league but in terms of the most successful welsh club, Swansea are at the top. Swansea has various honours with their most noticeable honour the F.A cup win against Bradford in 2013. I found this information at: http://uk.soccerway.com/national/croatia/1-hnl/20142015/regular-season/r25603/
Though Wales has generated many talents, Croatian football has also generated some great players such as Luka Modric, who since he has left the Croatian league has played more than 400 games for top clubs in Europe. Since leaving Dinamo Zagreb, Lukas Modric has won5 trophies with real Madrid which also includes the Champions league. Another very famous footballer who rose from the Croatian league is Mario Mandzukic. Mario Mandzukic started out at NK Marsonia which is a small Croatian club in the lower leagues of Croatia and from there he worked his way up to Dinamo Zagreb where he had 3 very successful seasons and got spotted by a VFL Wolfsburg scout then made a transfer to Germany. After he played for Wolfsburg Mandzukic made a good impression in the league which enticed FC Bayern Munich to sign him. Since signing for FC Bayern Mandzukic has since won a handful of trophies including the Champions league and is now regarded as one of the best strikers in the game. This information was found at: http://www.ranker.com/list/famous-soccer-players-from-croatia/reference?page=2
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