ADVANCED WELSH BACCALAUREATE                                  

GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP CHALLENGE  
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Global Citizenship Challenge 1: The Personal Standpoint





The Personal Standpoint must be produced in written form and 


include:  


relevant, alternative and conflicting perspectives on the global issue;


key components of differing arguments, claims and/or points of view;


analysis of the credibility of sources;


consideration of political, economic, social, technological, legal and environmental (PESTLE) factors;  


own views about the global issue.





The Personal Standpoint must not exceed 1,000 words. The word count must be clearly stated at the end of the work.





Time: Minimum 5 hours 


Resources: Access to ICT hardware/software; Access to Internet 


Supervision: You will be supervised throughout 


Collaboration: Individual task 


Feedback: You cannot be given feedback on the work you produce until it has been assessed





All 4 Learning Outcomes will be assessed in this task:





LO1: Be able to apply Critical Thinking and Problem Solving


LO2: Be able to apply Creativity and Innovation


LO3: Be able to apply Literacy


LO4: Understand issues involved in a Global Citizenship Challenge








Preparing for and developing a Personal Standpoint





Task 1


What does it mean to be a Global Citizen?





Task 1.1


Prepare for a group discussion by carrying out some research on what it means to be a global citizen. 


 





LO1: Critical thinking and Problem Solving


Identify, consider and use a variety of facts, opinions and viewpoints.








Make notes on the following:


Define the term ‘citizen’.


What are the characteristics of a good citizen?


What are the different levels of citizenship?


What are the responsibilities of a citizen within communities at local, national and global levels?


What distinguishes global citizenship from local and national citizenship?


Sum up what it means to be a global citizen?








LO3: Literacy: Communicating





1.2 Take part in a group discussion on what it means to be a global citizen.  Discuss, debate, explain and articulate. LO3





1.3 Reflect on the alternative opinions, views and arguments that you have heard and review your own opinions.  LO1





1.4 Write a summary of your personal opinion of what you think it means to be a global citizen. LO3














The Global Citizenship Challenge:


Before writing your own Personal Standpoint you will explore a range of issues of global significance chosen from six themes: 





Health e.g.		 	  Food and Shelter e.g.	Population e.g.


Disease control 		  Food production		Education


Ageing population 		  GM crops			Human Rights


Private v public health care  Housing			Gender equality


Gene therapy 		  Urbanisation		Refugees and migration


				  Waste disposal		Identity and culture


				  Population v resources  	War and conflict





Transportation e.g.	  Economy e.g.	       Natural Environment e.g.


Sustainable transportation	  Economic inequality	Global climate change


Bio-fuels			  International trade and 	Resource depletion	


Hybrid vehicles		  finance			Biodiversity		


Price of oil			  World debt			Carbon footprint


Increased pollution		 Arms sales			Industrial pollution








Investigating Global Issues:





Your teacher will provide you with a variety of resources, including speakers from different organisations who will offer you different perspectives on various global issues.  LO1, LO2, LO4








However, you will be expected to carry out independent research for resources with particular relevance to a specific global issue.  These resources will reflect the various and different opinions, beliefs and perspectives that people have. LO1, LO2, LO4








You will need to give due consideration to the political, economic, social, technological, legal and environmental factors of your chosen global issue. (PESTLE) LO1, LO2, LO4








You will take part in discussions and debates. LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4








You will practise the skills that you will need in order to write your own personal standpoint on a global issue of your choice from the list above. LO3








Task: 8 Understanding the Personal Standpoint Challenge:





8.1 Choosing the subject for your standpoint:


First of all you must choose the focus for your chosen global issue and then decide on your thesis statement, i.e. what is the point that you want to make?





A Personal Standpoint serves to prove your main point – your thesis.  This should be clearly stated in your opening paragraph.  A thesis statement cannot be a fact, but must be an argument that requires support and evidence that needs to be proved, e.g.





The occurrence of liver disease in young people is rising. (Fact)


The occurrence of liver disease in young people is rising because there is insufficient education of young people to the dangers of drinking alcohol to excess.  (An argument that requires support and evidence that needs to be proved)


Pre-writing:


8.2 This is when you will be involved in a great deal of critical thinking, discussion and debate.  LO1, LO2, LO4


Literacy - Communication: LO3


In order to enhance your knowledge and understanding of global issues and to understand and appreciate how other people think and feel about those issues, you will take part in a number of group or class discussions and debates.  Some of these will involve invited speakers who will represent a particular perspective of a global issue.


Literacy- Communication - Collaboration: LO3


To maximise the potential of these sessions you will need to engage effectively as a team member, sharing ideas and sometimes leading discussions.  


To be an effective team member you should also support others by encouraging them to contribute to discussion and by valuing and respecting their views and perspectives.


Preparation is essential for discussion and debate.


Participation as an active listener is crucial for considering the perspective and ideas of others.


Being an active listener allows you to further discussion and debate by building on the ideas of others.

















Literacy- Reading: LO3





You will carry out research – gathering together as many ideas, opinions and arguments of others as you can from a wide variety of sources in order to address the relevant PESTLE factors.  This will enrich and strengthen your subject knowledge and therefore your argument.  It will prepare you for any counter arguments or challenges that you may face.  LO1, LO2, LO4





You will:


utilise your reading skills of skimming and scanning to establish the central ideas of texts;


use close reading to elicit explicit meaning and make inferences;


evaluate the reliability and credibility of sources and delineate and evaluate argument;


distinguish between fact, opinion, bias and value judgements;


address and challenge the pre-conceptions, misconceptions, stereotypes and prejudices of yours and others; 


examine values – yours and others and how and why those particular values are adopted;


identify bias and analyse different perspectives;





Your research evidence may take the form of mind-maps, lists, etc that will help you to synthesise the key points from the all the sources that you have examined on PESTLE factors. 


It will give you the opportunity to clarify your comprehension. You can summarise ideas; paraphrase arguments; compare and contrast perspectives; and integrate information.  


From this you will be able to analyse, synthesise, reflect and evaluate all your gathered information in order to formulate your own well-reasoned decisions and judgments to support your thesis.  LO1, LO2, LO4





Review your research outcomes in relation to your argument:


Carry out a SWOT analysis to ensure the strength and validity of your argument against possible challenges and threats. LO1, LO2, LO4


Summarise the key points of your argument, ensuring that your supporting materials are organised and matched to each point.











Literacy- Writing: LO3





In preparation for writing your personal standpoint, you will need to understand the generic conventions of the writing style.  The best way to do this is to analyse exemplar material that is available on-line and to draw up a checklist to ensure that you include the essential ingredients in your own plan for writing your personal standpoint.





8.3 Planning:


Focus on your thesis (argument)


Remember the audience and purpose of your writing


Your personal standpoint must seen to be credible, objective, knowledgeable and persuasive.


Words are power and you want to choose language that works for you and your standpoint. Do not exceed 1,000 words.


Remember your personal standpoint must show that you have given due consideration to differing arguments, claims and or points of view.  Use your research wisely.





Outline plan:





Your opening paragraph should contain your thesis statement.





The main body of your writing should be divided into logically sequenced paragraphs that provide evidence to effectively convince the reader of the validity of your argument and show that you have:


presented facts, factors, differing opinions and viewpoints;


given a well balanced consideration of relevant PESTLE factors;


considered the credibility of the sources that you have cited; 


conveyed your own personal views about your chosen global issue.





Your conclusion should return to your thesis and sum up your argument and state your personal opinion clearly.














8.4 Practise writing a Personal Standpoint using the following plan: LO1, LO2, LO3, LO4





Introduction: LO1, LO2, LO4


The opening paragraph should clearly state your thesis statement – the standpoint that you are taking; the point that you are trying to prove. Make a clear stand and support it with a number of reasons why you believe this statement to be true.





The main body of your personal standpoint: LO1, LO2, LO4


This is where you develop the main argument of your standpoint. 


Each paragraph should contain clear ideas that support, develop and prove your argument.  


You could use examples and illustration, cause-and-effect reasoning, comparison/contrast and other methods that ensure that you have covered PESTLE factors and ensured credibility of your sources and provided a consideration of the viewpoints of others. 





Key things to remember when developing argument: LO3


Use your summary of key points to focus the development of your argument.


Follow a logical sequence.


Ensure that each paragraph develops a clear idea.  Cite sources and use the techniques outlined above.


Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence that sums up your main idea.


Vary the construction of your topic sentences for effect.


Make connections between paragraphs that show the logical development of your argument.





Conclusion: LO1, LO2, LO4


Sum up your argument by restating your thesis statement and leave your audience feeling that they understand your personal opinion and that you have presented a thesis that has been well argued and supported by effective and credible research.  





8.5 Literacy: Review your writing: LO3


Ensure that you have:


constructed and presented your argument in a coherent, well-supported and convincing way;


used language and terminology accurately, appropriately and effectively;


used sentence structure, spelling and punctuation accurately;


not used more than 1,000 words.
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