

The Humanist view on the Environment


Humanists seek to live good lives without religious or superstitious beliefs. They use reason, experience and respect for others when thinking about moral issues, not obedience to dogmatic rules. They promote happiness and fulfilment in this life because they believe it is the only one we have. Because of its name, some people think that humanism must be completely human-centred, concerned only with human welfare.

Humanists are concerned with human welfare and happiness, but because of this concern, humanists also care about the natural world, which we all depend on and which will have to sustain our descendants. We should care about the future of our planet because we care about other human beings, even those not born yet. Because humanists have no belief in a god or supernatural force that will solve our problems for us, they know that human beings must take sole responsibility for sorting out environmental problems. 
We are the only ones capable of finding the solutions that can lead to a sustainable existence.

Some religious people think that God created the world and gave humans "stewardship" over it. This is not a belief shared by humanists, who believe that human beings evolved and go on evolving, along with the rest of nature. Humanists find good reasons elsewhere for caring about and protecting our environment. 
A humanist's moral reasoning would be based on a concern for the consequences for human welfare and happiness. Our welfare is highly dependent on the environment and the continued existence of many other species. Humanists also appreciate the happiness and inspiration that contact with nature and animals can bring. When the eminent scientist and former President of the British Humanist Association, Sir Hermann Bondi, was asked why he cared about conservation, he replied, "Because I want my grandchildren to be able to see elephants."

Humanists are unlikely to subscribe to "deep green" beliefs about the intrinsic value, or even superiority, of non-human nature, or to be sentimental about sweet or fluffy animals - rain forests and plankton and dung beetles are more relevant than pandas and tigers to the survival of life on this planet (though we would probably be less happy if pandas and tigers no longer existed).

Humanists have a scientific view of the world, and would not automatically blame science and technology for environmental problems. Indeed, it was and is scientists - mainly biologists and ecologists - who notice and monitor environmental problems. Societies (and that means us) must take the responsibility for how we choose to use scientific and technological developments. 
Cleaning up our planet and finding new sources of energy will be tasks for scientists and engineers, and the rest of us (especially those of us in the wealthier nations) must be prepared to fund their work.

Humanists were involved in setting up organisations such as UNESCO, which has world wide environmental responsibilities. Humanists have always supported birth control as an important contribution to lessening the demands on the environment, and were also active in helping to set up United Nations birth control programmes Humanists share many of the above ideas with rational and concerned people of all beliefs. Most environmental charities, such as Greenpeace,

Friends of the Earth and the World Wide Fund for Nature, are nonreligious, and are supported by people of all faiths and none
