

The Humanist view on Poverty


Humanists seek to live good lives without religious or superstitious beliefs. They use reason, experience and respect for others when thinking about moral issues, not obedience to dogmatic rules. They promote happiness and fulfilment in this life because they believe it's the only one we have. They do not believe in a god who gives humans moral values, or in a life after death that will compensate for earthly suffering and reward the good and punish the bad. 
Humanists consider that the "golden rule", Treat others as you would like to be treated" is a useful ethical principle, because it is based on the shared human need to be treated well and our aspiration to live harmoniously with others.

For these reasons, humanists oppose the vast inequalities and injustices which cause so much poverty and misery. They know that if we are to improve matters it is up to us, and that we must use our knowledge and skills to help others in the way we would want to be helped. We should care about poverty, however remote from us it is, not because our god or a holy text tells us to, but because we are all members of the same species, coexisting on our small planet, and treating others fairly is the right thing to do.

Besides, it is in everyone's interest to work towards a more just world - injustice and scarcity cause wars and mass displacements of population which only increase suffering and can affect us all.

The humanist record

Individual humanists contribute to a range of humanitarian organisations dedicated to improving the conditions of the world's poorest people. Many of these organisations are not religious. Humanists were very active in setting up United Nations agencies after the 1939-45 war. Some were awarded honours for public service. 
Some examples of humanists who worked for a better world follow:

PETER RITCHIE CALDER , later BARON

RITCHIE-CALDER(1906-82), was a humanist, journalist, and British delegate to UNESCO . He wanted people to see that science, if used properly, could help the world rather than destroy it. He was an adviser to Oxfam.

BROCK CHISHOLM(1898-1967) was a Canadian psychiatrist who dedicated much of his life to awakening the world to a sense of responsibility for the present and future welfare of humankind. He felt that we were all citizens of the world. He was Director General of the World Health Organisation from 1948 to 1953, and was one of the first people to insist that the problem of over population must be tackled.

FENNER BROCKWAY(1888-1988) was a humanist politician who devoted his life to world peace and racial equality. He was imprisoned for his opposition to the 1914-18 war, and helped to found the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and the World Disarmament Campaign. 

