

The Humanist view on Sexuality


Gay marriages and gay parenthood were not issues in the public arena when homosexuality was illegal or taboo, and alternative methods of conception unavailable. Now many gay people would like to claim the advantages of marriage for their partnerships: legal recognition, tax advantages, automatic inheritance of tenancies and goods, etc. This seems just and reasonable - why for example should a distant cousin take precedence over a long-term partner in matters of inheritance where no will is made? (Wives or husbands automatically inherit in these circumstances.) 
In 2004 UK law was changed to allow gay people to form legally recognised 'civil partnerships', with all the same legal obligations, rights and protections as marriages. Some people opposed this move, but it is difficult to see anything wrong in extending marriage to same sex couples, and humanist celebrants have often assisted at gay "weddings" before the introduction of civil partnerships, though they had no legal status. In 2015 full marriage equality was granted but no religious minister can be forced to marry a same sex couple as it goes against their beliefs.
Humanists oppose prejudice because it is unjust to discriminate against or punish people for aspects of themselves that are not matters of choice, such as race or sexuality. Although the reasons for our sexual preferences are not fully known, it seems unlikely that people who are gay could be "cured" (as some Christian groups believe) any more than heterosexuals could be. (Some people may choose to be celibate, but this should be a matter of choice, not compulsion.)

The question of whether gay couples should have children, by adoption or assisted conception, should surely be a question about their ability to be good parents. Usually people who really want children and are genuinely committed to having a family, are good(ish) parents - few people, even conventional heterosexual couples, are perfect parents! 
The difficulties that the children from unconventional families face are often social - teasing at school, lack of acceptance by neighbours or other family members - but may also be psychological - not knowing who one's father is, or lacking a role model for both sexes within the family unit. These problems do not only apply to the children of gay parents, and some are surmountable. Some would be overcome if society in general were more open-minded and tolerant of difference.
