Question 4 examples- Germany in Transition 1919-1939

Exam question 4 
This question is about the events in the Ruhr 1923. 
Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.
 (
By January 1923 the French had lost patience with the Germans.  French and Belgium troops marched into the Ruhr to take the goods they needed in compensation for Germany failing to pay reparations. The German government called for a policy of ‘passive resistance’ and payed workers by printing more money.  The caused inflation to rise and by April 1923 the government was spending seven times more that it was receiving in revenue.  The result was hyperinflation, the value of the mark fell rapidly and became worthless.
)Source A



[Historians Greg Lacey and Keith Shephard, writing in a history GCSE textbook, Germany 1918-1945 (1997)] 

 (
I vividly remember pay days at that time.  I used to have to accompany the manager to the bank in an open six seater Benz which we filled to the brim with bundles and bundles of million mark notes.  We drove back through the narrow streets quite unmolested.  And when they got their wages, the workmen did not even bother to count the number of notes in each bundle.
)Source B

                    [A question from a Nazi math’s textbook, 1933]
                 
  
[A worker in a transport firm interviewed for a book made up of personal memories, Life during the Weimar (1968)] 

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the Weimar economy and the events of 1923? 





Exam question 4 
Study sources A and B and then answer the question that follows.
This question is about the recovery of Weimar
 (
In comparison with what we expected after Versailles, Germany has raised herself up to shoulder the terrific burden of this peace in a way we would never have thought possible.  So that today after ten years we may say with certainty ‘Even so, it might have been worse ‘.  The stage of convalescence from Versailles is a very long road to go and we have travelled it surprisingly quickly.
)Source A


[From a German journalist, written in 1930] 

 (
The economic position is only flourishing on the surface.  Germany is in fact dancing on a volcano.  If the short term loans are called in by America, a large section of our economy would collapse.
)Source B


[From a speech by Stresemann, 1929] 

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the Weimar economy and the events of 1923? 













Exam question 4

This question is about Nazi economic, social and racial policy 

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the how Hitler reduced unemployment?                                                                                                                 [12]
 [You should refer to both sources in your answer and use your knowledge and understanding of the historical context.]

Source B

 (
Under the Nazis there was much ‘invisible’ unemployment. The number of unemployed Jews was great but they were not counted as being unemployed. Another source of ‘invisible’ unemployment was the sacking of women from their jobs. None of these people were included among the unemployed in the official statistics. Part time workers were counted as fully employed. 
)







                         [From a GCSE History textbook Germany 1918-45 written in 1989 ]




Source C

 (
My mother and father went to hear Adolf Hitler give a speech at a rally in town. The next morning they told us children how he wanted to be on the side of the unemployed. My mother wept for joy as we would no longer be poor because Hitler knew how to get jobs for
 us.
)






[From an interview with a German woman reflecting on her experiences in Nazi Germany for a BBC television programme in 1979.] 










This question is about Nazi economic, social and racial policy 
Source B
 (
The mission of women is to be beautiful and to bring children into the world. This is not at all as.........un-modern as it sounds. The female bird preens herself for her mate and hatches eggs for him. In exchange, the male takes care of gathering food, and stands guard and wards off the enemy.’
)



        [Joseph Goebbels, the Minister for Propaganda and Enlightenment]

Source C
 (
In 1900 there had been over two million live births per year but this had dropped to under one million in 1933…in 1936 there were over 30% more births than there had been in 1933.
)


           [Germany 1918-1945, Greg Lacey and Keith Sheppard, 1998]


Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the role of women in Nazi Germany? 
                                                                                                                            [12]
 [You should refer to both sources in your answer and use your knowledge and understanding of the historical context.]










This question is about Nazi economic, social and racial policy 
Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.
 (
Mob law ruled in Berlin throughout the afternoon and evening as hordes of hooligans took part in an orgy of destruction.  I have never seen an anti-Jewish outbreak as sickening as this.  I saw fashionably dressed women clapping their hands and screaming with glee while respectable mothers held up their babies to see the ‘fun’.  No attempt was made by the police to stop the rioters.
)Source B 



[An account of Kristallnacht published in the Daily Telegraph, a British newspaper, on 12 November 1938] 
 (
The death of a loyal party member by the Jewish murderer has aroused spontaneous anti-Jewish demonstrations through the Reich.  In many places Jewish shops have been sma
sh
ed.  The synagogues, from wh
ic
h the teachings hostile to the state and people are spread h
a
ve been set on fire.  
Well done to those Germans who have ensured revenge for the murder of an innocent German
)Source C



 [An account of Kristallnacht published in Der Sturmer, an anti-Semitic German newspaper, on 10th November 1938] 

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying Kristallnacht                                                                                                                            [12]
 [You should refer to both sources in your answer and use your knowledge and understanding of the historical context.]







This question is about Terror and persuasion 
Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.
 (
Finally, I alone created, on my own initiative, the State Secret Police Department.  This is the instrument which is so much feared by the enemies of the Sate, and which is chiefly responsible for the fact that in Germany and Prussia today there is no question of a Marxist or communist danger.
)Source A



[Herman Goering explains about his role in setting up the Gestapo in his book Germany Reborn, written in 1934]
Source B
 (
In a cafe, a 
64 year old
 women remarked to her companion at the table: ‘Mussolini (leader of Italy) has more political sense in one of his boots than Hitler has in his brain.’ The remark was overheard and five minutes later the woman was arrested by the Gestapo who had been alerted by telephone.
)



[An incident reported in the Rhineland, July 1938]


Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the role of the Gestapo in Nazi Germany?                                                                                                                          [12]
 [You should refer to both sources in your answer and use your knowledge and understanding of the historical context.]









This question is about Hitler’s foreign policy
Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.
 (
More than once, during the war, I heard Hitler say: ‘The 48 hours after the march into the Rhineland were the most nerve-racking of my life.’
 He always added: If the French had then marched into the Rhineland, we would have had to withdraw with our tails between our legs, for the military resources at our disposal would have been wholly inadequate for even a moderate resistance. 
)Source A



[From an account written by Hitler’s interpreter in 1951] 

 (
Hitler has got away with it.  France has done nothing.  No wonder the faces of Hitler and Goering were all smiles this noon.  Oh the stupidity of the French! I learned today that the German troops who marched in
t
o
 
the Rhineland yesterday wer
e under
 strict orders to beat a hasty retreat if the French army opposed them in any way.
)Source B

                    [A question from a Nazi math’s textbook, 1933]
                 
 [An entry from Berlin Diary 1934-41, by William Shirer, an American journalist living in Berlin in the 1930s, dated 8th March 1936] 

Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the German re occupation of the Rhineland in March 1936?









This question is about Hitler’s foreign policy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Study the sources below and then answer the question that follows.
 (
Herr Hitler returned here yesterday, a conquering hero.  His triumphant welcome was shared by the army he sent to Austria.  Flowers were strewn in the path of the armoured cars.  If any Austrian was against him on Friday, they either hid their faces or were completely converted yesterday and today.
)Source A


[A report from Germany published in the Times on Monday 14th March 1938, after German troops entered Austria] 

 (
I imagine that the event which is in our minds today, the Anschluss, will be the cause of regret, of sorrow, perhaps indignation.  The event cannot be regarded by His majesty’s government with indifference
….The
 immediate result must be to intensify the sense of uncertainty and insecurity in Europe.  This is not a moment for hasty decisions or for careless words.  As regards our defence programmes…we have decided to make a fresh review, and in due course we shall announce what further steps we may think it necessary to take.
)Source B

                    [A question from a Nazi math’s textbook, 1933]
                 


 [From a speech by Neville chamberlain, British Prime Minister, to the House of Commons, 14th March 1938] 
Which of the sources is more useful to an historian studying the Anschluss of 1938?





