
Senedd Today: Health Minister sets out Wales’ approach to Covid-19 testing  

Headlines 

 Public Health Wales confirms 291 new Covid-29 cases and a further 19 deaths 

 Welsh Government publishes national approach to coronavirus testing   

 National Assembly set to hold second ’virtual’ plenary session tomorrow  

 Welsh Government highlight support for third sector and businesses  

Welsh Government 

News 

Press Conference: Speaking during the Welsh Government’s daily coronavirus briefing, Vaughan 

Gething announced that the Welsh Government will today publish its national approach to Covid-19 

testing. The health minister highlighted that over 15,000 tests have taken place in Wales since the end 

of January, with nearly 75% of those tests returning a negative result. He added that it currently takes 

approximately 24 hours to get a result back from a test, but that this timescale is expected to reduce 

as testing infrastructure is improved, with ‘point of care’ testing being introduced which can return a 

result in a matter of minutes. The minister stated that while the current provision in Wales is 1,100 

tests a day, this provision is expected to substantially increase by the end of this week, adding that 

currently around one in five tests are carried out on healthcare workers. He said the Welsh 

Government is encouraging local authorities to refer people for testing, adding that over 1,000 

frontline social care workers should be tested by the end of the week, and that further testing will be 

rolled out for other critical workers such as police officers and prison staff. Mr Gething said a list of 

438,000 workers have been identified as ‘critical workers’ in Wales. He clarified that all tests that have 

been carried out in Wales are the swab antigen test, which identifies whether the patient currently 

has coronavirus, and that work is being done to develop an at-home test kit. The minister 

acknowledged that the antibody blood test, which can also identify whether the patient has previously 

had coronavirus and whether they have developed some form of immunity, is currently not available 

in the UK, and that the four UK governments are working together to find a reliable antibody test. Mr 

Gething said the Welsh Government plans to set up a network of testing centres across Wales, so that 

no one has to travel more than 30 minutes from their home to get tested, and that another three test 

centres are scheduled to be up and running in the next 7-10 days to accompany the current centre at 

the Cardiff City Stadium, with Rodney Parade in Newport set to be next, followed by centres in south 

west Wales and north Wales. He added that most of these centres will be able to test around 200 

people a day, with tests prioritised for critical workers as well as health and social care staff. On 

research, the health minister said Wales is in the top 10 countries in the world for the amount of 

Covid-19 viral genetic information that has been made publicly available, helping the international 

effort to fight back against the virus. When asked whether the new social distancing regulations punish 

companies enough for offending, given the low fine amount of between £60-£120, Mr Gething said 

the impact of the fines will correspond with the size of the business. He warned that if large companies 

ignore the regulations for a long period of time, then their entire business will be interrupted. 

Answering a question on who is responsible for the testing centre in Cardiff, the minister confirmed 

that while Welsh NHS staff will be running the centre, the information gleaned from the centre will be 

shared between the four governments of the UK. On PPE in the social care sector, Mr Gething stated 

that providing protection for the social care workforce is currently his number one priority, and 
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encouraged people who do not necessarily need PPE not to purchase any in order to free up supply 

for social care staff. He highlighted the internationally competitive market for PPE, and that the Welsh 

Government is continuing to work as part of a joint-UK consortium to procure equipment. Turning to 

‘point of care’ testing, the minister said that this form of testing will be made available in the coming 

weeks, but that he is currently unable to provide a definitive timescale. Mr Gething refused to provide 

data on the number of NHS staff that have died due to Covid-19, as at this stage the numbers are so 

low it would be easy to individually identify these victims. He added that data will be made available 

on the number of people who have recovered from Covid-19.  

  

Coronavirus: 

 Public Health Wales confirmed 291 new cases have tested positive for Covid-19 in Wales, 

bringing the total number of confirmed cases to 3,790. A further 19 deaths have been 

reported of people who had tested positive for coronavirus, taking the number of deaths in 

Wales to 212. 

 Jane Hutt issued a written statement on support for the third sector and volunteering. 

 The Welsh Government highlighted support received by businesses as nearly £150m has 

been distributed through the business support scheme. 

 Julie Morgan wrote an open letter to older people, acknowledging challenges around 

loneliness and collecting prescriptions.  

Publications 

Guidance: 

 Education safeguarding guidance: coronavirus 

 Guidance to employers and businesses on Covid-19 

 Registered social landlords (updated) 

Freedom of Information 

 Information on the operation of Cardiff barrage during recent flooding  

 Houses purchased under "Compulsory Purchase Orders" for M4 relief road scheme 

 Cost of maintenance of the Welsh Government building in Llandudno Junction 

 Rural Business Investment in Food Scheme (Welsh only) 

National Assembly for Wales 

News 

Virtual Plenary: The National Assembly announced that its second ‘virtual plenary’ meeting will take 

place on Wednesday, April 8, with up to 28 AMs contributing. AMs will digitally vote through 

legislation for the first time, following the Stage 1 debate of the Local Government & Elections Bill. 

The Business Committee also decided that there will be a full Assembly recess next week, with the 

next virtual meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April 22.  

  

Senedd: The Assembly Commission announced the suspension of all face-to-face events at the 

National Assembly for Wales is to be extended, and the Senedd and Pierhead buildings will stay closed 

to the public, until at least May 31.  
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Legislation 

 Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) Regulations 2020 and explanatory 

memorandum  

Written Questions 

 Fund for food redistribution organisations  

 Website for vulnerable people to register and receive support  

 Health protection regulations in food manufacturing sector  

 Preventing coronavirus positive patients from being discharged into care home 
settings  

 Public Health Wales adoption of new guidelines issued by Public Health England  

 Delays caused to meat being inspected by qualified meat inspectors  

 Farmer eligibility for Welsh Government's Economic Resilience Fund 

 Micro-business and Welsh Government Economic Resilience Fund  

 Employees sharing vehicles and health protection regulations   

 Small Business Grant and application form   

 Number of call centre handlers working for Business Wales  

 Support for vineyards    

Party News 

Welsh Labour: Critical workers to get free childcare  

  

Welsh Conservatives:  

 Covid-19: Mark Isherwood calls for more volunteers  

 Covid-19: ‘Local newspapers need support during this pandemic’ 

 A statement from Paul Davies AM on Prime Minister Boris Johnson 

  

Plaid Cymru:  

 Different treatments & earlier intervention urged to relieve Covid-19 pressures and save 

lives  

 Airbnb must stop holiday lets in Coronavirus lockdown, Liz Saville Roberts MP 

People and Appointments 

 The Wales Green Party announced the selection of Gwent Green Party member Lauren 

James as new deputy leader 

 The Welsh Conservatives advertised for a senior design and social media communications 

officer 

 Neil McEvoy advertised for a community caseworker 

Media Round-up 

 BBC: Coronavirus: Welsh employers told to keep staff two metres apart 

 ITV: Coronavirus is not just a new virus to fight, it's a new way of nursing 

 BBC: Coronavirus: Boris Johnson stable and 'in good spirits' and in hospital 
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 ITV: Decision-making when the chief decision-maker is unwell 

 BBC: Coronavirus cases in Wales: How many people have died?  

 WalesOnline: Boris Johnson taken to intensive care as coronavirus symptoms worsen 

 BBC: Coronavirus: Welsh workplace two-metre rule 'not absolute ban' 

 Nation.Cymru: Call for Airbnb to stop holiday lets in Wales during Coronavirus lockdown 

 BBC: Coronavirus: Newport intensive care doctors prepare for surge 

 South Wales Argus: Newport's Chepstow Road is a 'death trap', say residents 

 Nation.Cymru: Concern for Wales’ newspapers as staff furloughed 

 Daily Post: North Wales NHS workers 'frightened for their lives by lack of protective 

equipment' 

 Nation.Cymru: In a pandemic, fake news becomes lightning conductor for fears and 

frustrations 

 WalesOnline: 11 things you didn't know about Labour's shadow home secretary 

 IWA: Sanctuary and smiles: Newport welcomes refugees 

 Daily Post: Airbnb blasted over North Wales lockdown holiday lets 

 Nation.Cymru: Public funding is now essential to stop coronavirus finishing off Wales’ news 

media 

 South Wales Argus: Coronavirus in Wales: Nineteen more die, 291 new cases 

Coming Up 

Agenda 

Wednesday, April 8 

 First Minister’s Statement: Coronavirus 

 Environment Minister’s Statement: Response to Covid-19 

 Debate: The General Principles of the Local Government & Elections Bill 

 Motion: Financial Resolution of the Local Government & Elections Bill 

  

Thursday, April 9 

 National Assembly Recess: Thursday, April 9 – Tuesday, April 21  

 Deadline: Consultation on the Valleys Taskforce 

 Statistics: Appeals for GCSE, AS and A level: September 2018-August 2019 

  

Tuesday, April 14 

 Statistics: Eye care measures for NHS outpatients: February 2020 
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