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Please share our Bulletin with your whole staff team in your school 
and encourage all your colleagues to subscribe to our mailing list.

C O N T E N T

Welsh Government recently published its policy to support schools during the 
ongoing Covid-19 disruptions. The Stay Safe. Stay Learning: Continuity of learning 
policy statement intends to ensure the wellbeing of staff and learners across the 
country while supporting learners to access distance learning. Each and every one of 
us recognise that staff across our schools have been doing a fantastic job in engaging 
learners and protecting their well-being. We also recognise that schools are at 

Stay Safe. Stay Learning

A Message from Arwyn Thomas 
and all the team at GwE
We hope you are all keeping well in these very difficult circumstances.  Despite a lot 
of recent speculation and the decisions that will follow, it may take some time before 
we return to schools for formal education.  It is very heartening to see how you are 
coming together as a school community and addressing the challenge to provide 
guidance to staff, parents and learners.

We are aware that some of you and your school community are going through a 
difficult time on a personal level. Our thoughts are with you, your staff and pupils and 
we will continue to support you to the very best of our ability.

We would like to thank each and every one of you for the way in which you have risen 
to the challenges presented at this time. This is a new way of working for everyone 
and we will continue to support you as we travel forward together on this journey.
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different points in developing their distance learning strategy.
As part of this programme regional school improvement consortia, in conjunction with Estyn and ADEW have 
developed advice for settings, schools and pupil referral units (PRUs) to support them in their work with learners - 
Developing approaches to support distance learning. This document is not statutory.
It also relates to advice for parents/carers through the ‘Stay Safe. Stay Learning’ programme and Distance learning 
tools through Hwb

In addition to the guidance, there are resources available to help prepare learning activities and these are being 
shared with you via your Supporting Improvement Advisers.

LINKS:

• COVID-19 Guidance to Parents and Carers to Support Families to Stay Safe, Healthy and Learning
• Developing Approaches to Support Distance Learning 
• New Advice to Support School and PRU Leaders to Continue with School Business
• Distance learning tools through Hwb

Contacting GwE
We’re here to help! We’re online and available to support schools and governors.

Contact us at post@GwEGogledd.Cymru and we’ll get back to you ASAP.

GwE Information and Guidance

A bank of resources for the professional development of teaching assistants has been developed. 

The resources include topics such as: 
•  Education Workforce Council – using your Professional Learning Passport
•  Professional Standards for Assisting Teaching
•  HLTA Status
•  Curriculum for Wales
•  Hwb resources
•  Learning Welsh 
….. and many more.

New resources will be added regularly. The code for the page has been shared with head teachers – ask your 
head teacher for the code if you have not yet received it.

See the link below for instructions on how to access the page using your Hwb account:
https://cutt.ly/Google-Classroom-Instructions-for-TAs 

Click here for guidance on how to use Google Classroom.

Here’s a link to a voiceover explaining what’s included in the Google Classroom:
https://cutt.ly/Voiceover-Google-Classroom 

Google Classroom for Teaching Assistants
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We have received a growing number of queries regarding newly qualified teachers undertaking induction and how 
school closures will affect their ability to pass during this academic year. The newly amended guidance for induction 
that has been approved by The Education Minister can be found here.

NQT Guidance - April 2020

The four consortium reps have produced a ‘frequently asked questions’ sheet, as well as creating a couple of videos 
for the NQTs to try to explain the temporary WG guidance.

Please can you ensure that these reach your NQTs and schools. As previously, GwE will contact the EVs with the 
updated guidance. The guidance will also be available on the GwE, EWC, Hwb and Welsh Government websites.

GwE induction lead contact details:  Ieuan Jones: 
      📧  ieuanjones@gwegogledd.cymru

Video Link to YouTube Continuity of Learning and
Teaching Form Covid-19 Induction FAQs

Update on NQT Guidance

To make it easier to source & reference, we have created a dedicated space on our website where we will include all GwE 
information & updates sent to schools.  
The space will also include useful links, updates & links from Welsh Government, Qualifications Wales etc.

GwE Covid-19 Updates

As digital services will be used increasingly in the coming weeks, GwE is collating several sources of guidance to support 
you, whatever your level of experience in this area. As a starting point, guidance on Google Classroom and Microsoft 
Teams is provided. Further guidance on different resources that support ‘distance learning’ will be added in the coming 
weeks. Further information available here.

GwE Resources on Google Classroom
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Welsh Government Information and Guidance

Welsh Government links regarding the coronavirus can be found below:

• Welsh Government coronavirus website: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid19
• Welsh Government guidance for educational settings: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid-19-educational-settings-

guidance
• COVID-19: travel guidance for the education sector: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-travel-guidance-education-

settings-and-students-html
• Public Health Wales advice: https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/latest-information-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/
• Follow on Twitter @WG_Education or www.facebook.com/educationwales

Covid 19 - Welsh Government Updates

Make sure you receive Welsh Government’s weekly updates and developments on education and training sectors in 
Wales. Sign up  to Dysg here

Dysg Newsletter

 Click here to view the guidance from the Welsh Government to Parents and Carers regarding the Covid-19 virus.

Welsh Government - Guidance to Parents and Carers

Materials from HEIs in Wales for use with Year 12 and 13 students.  This link will take students to subject 
specific resources as well as advice and guidance from universities. This webpage should be constantly updated 
so please keep checking for new additions. The resources have been developed by SEREN co-ordinators across 
Wales and the Welsh Government. 

Post-16 Distance Learning Resources

Information and Guidance from Others

On 28 April, Qualification Wales launched their two-week consultation on the proposed aims that will underpin the 
awarding of grades this summer and the specific arrangements for appeals. The consultation will close at 5pm on 13 May 
2020.

Please see below for more information:

Consultation document
Online consultation survey
Consultation questions
Young person’s consultation document
Young person’s online survey
Consultation: arrangements for summer 2020 exam series

Consultation launch: Arrangements for summer 2020 exam series
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Here’s the latest news from the National Centre for Learning Welsh.

National Centre for Learning Welsh’s Newsletter

BBC Bitesize would like to thank everyone who uses their resources to learn Welsh. See their video here.

Welsh Language Learners - BBC Bitesize

LITTERING AND PLASTIC WASTE SURVEY
The Littering and Plastic Waste Committee of the Welsh Youth Parliament would like to hear from young people about 
what they are already doing to reduce plastic and waste to improve our environment and your ideas about what we 
should do regarding this issue in the future.  

Please could you share this link with your pupils.

Welsh Youth Parliament’s Reduce, Reuse and Recycle Survey

WELSH IN A YEAR SABBATICAL COURSE
Are you an English-medium Primary teacher? Click here for more information about the Welsh in a Year Sabbatical course 
to increase your Welsh language skills. Contact us as soon as possible if you are interested in the course. 

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL WELSH LANGUAGE SABBATICAL COURSE
Click here for more information on the Intermediate Level Welsh Language Sabbatical Course and to apply.

Welsh Language Sabbaticals Courses

Public Health Wales / BCHB are delighted to announce that staff and parents can now access an innovative ONLINE 
course about children, worth £39, completely free of charge. Understanding Your Child is put together by the Solihull 
Approach, an accredited, evidence based approach established 20 years ago by psychologists, health visitors and other 
health professionals. 

The course usually costs £39 per person. However using the Access Code: NWSOL (valid until November 2022) at www.
inourplace.co.uk you can register for your own account and revisit the course indefinitely without paying a penny. 

Understanding Your Child is for parents, carers, and professionals caring for children aged 0-18 years. It looks at brain 
development, play, styles of parenting, sleep, temper tantrums, communication and more and is based on the nationally 
and internationally acclaimed face to face course offered by the Solihull Approach. 

There are 9-11 modules each taking around 20 minutes (the main screens have optional audio voice-overs) as well as 
interactive activities, quizzes, video clips and practical handouts.

FURTHER INFORMATION:
Information for Parents
Parents Testimonials

Schools: Free Online Courses to North Wales Residents

🖱 post@gwenorth.wales
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