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C O N T E N T

Message from GwE and the 
Region’s Local Authorities

Wednesday afternoon, 03/06/2020, the Education Minister, Kirsty Williams, published 
details of the next phase for schools in Wales, providing opportunities to “Check in, 
Catch Up, Prepare for summer and September”.  

Today, Welsh Government have published their guidance to support schools to 
increase capacity.

We fully appreciate how challenging this next phase is and planning over this transition 
period will be critical with the focus on the wellbeing and safety of learners and staff 
being paramount. This is not one single decision but a series of decisions over time to 
increase, or if need be, decrease the number of learners who attend each day.  
The 6 Local Authorities working in close partnership with GwE, have been working 
on the supportive framework of advice and guidance for schools as schools make 
preparations and build on the current provision for the vulnerable children and the 
children of key workers. 

We know you are already working on the model risk assessments that were shared 
last week and a regional practical framework will be shared with you hopefully on 
Friday this week. This will help school leaders to plan the specific actions and decisions 
needed to prepare for the next phase in education and covers the following areas: 

1. Health and safety; 
2. Site and facilities; 
3. Transport;
4. Staffing; 
5. Teaching and learning; 
6. Learner support;
7. Communication; 
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 ͽ Contacting GwE
 ͽ STEM Gogledd Newsletter
 ͽ Useful Links

Welsh 
Government

 ͽ “Check in, Catch Up, Prepare for 
summer and September” – All 
schools in Wales to enter next 
phase 

 ͽ Young Person’s Mental Health 
Toolkit

 ͽ Stay Safe. Stay Learning
 ͽ Covid-19 Welsh Government 

Updates
 ͽ Dysg Newsletter

Other News
 ͽ Great Science Share for Schools
 ͽ Professional Learning - Welsh 

Language
 ͽ Intermediate Level Welsh 

Language Sabbatical Course
 ͽ Xplore! Science Discovery Centre, 

Wrexham
 ͽ Service Children - funding 

guidance for schools in Wales
 ͽ Cysgliad – software that helps with 

Welsh langauge spellchecking and 
grammar checking

 ͽ North Wales Online Reading 
Project – Keeping Pupils Reading!

 ͽ Useful Links

Stay Safe. Stay Learning

https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/newyddion/bweltin/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/written-statement-publication-guidance-support-educational-settings-increase-capacity


USEFUL LINKS:
 ͽ Stay Safe. Stay Learning’ programme
 ͽ Advice for settings, schools and pupil referral units (PRUs) to support them in their work with learners - Developing 
approaches to support distance learning

 ͽ Advice for parents/carers 
 ͽ Distance learning tools through Hwb
 ͽ New Advice to Support School and PRU Leaders to Continue with School Business
 ͽ Supporting your Children to use the Welsh Language at Home

In addition to the guidance, there are resources available to help prepare learning activities and these are being shared 
with you via your Supporting Improvement Advisers.

Keep Wales Safe. Keep Wales Learning

8. Other key management tasks.

We understand that a ‘one size fits all’ approach will not work as the variables are numerous and pertinent to each 
individual school context. Working closely with Local Authority officers and Supporting Improvement Advisers, 
opportunities to enable schools to collaborate with other schools to share ideas and documentation will be taken. 

If you require any further support, LA and GwE officers will be able to discuss specific issues that are relevant to their 
expertise. 

Thank you for your continued support.

All children will have the opportunity to “Check in, Catch Up, Prepare for summer and September”, the Education 
Minister Kirsty Williams announced recently as she published details of the next phase for schools in Wales.
Click here to read the letter sent to all Headteachers and Governors from the Education Minister last week regarding the 
“Check in, Catch Up, Prepare for summer and September” phase for schools in Wales.

Click here to read the Written Statement: Publication of guidance to support educational settings increase capacity.

“Check in, Catch Up, Prepare for summer and September” 
– All schools in Wales to enter next phase

 ͽ Operational Guidance

 ͽ Guidance on learning over the summer term

 ͽ Childcare guidance

 ͽ Welsh Government: FAQ Section

GwE Information and Guidance

Contacting GwE
We’re here to help! We’re online and available to support schools and governors.
Contact us at post@GwEGogledd.Cymru and we’ll get back to you ASAP.

https://gov.wales/stay-safe-stay-learning
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/developing-approaches-to-support-distance-learning-01062020-1.pdf
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/developing-approaches-to-support-distance-learning-01062020-1.pdf
https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/support-for-parents-and-carers/
https://hwb.gov.wales/distance-learning/
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/document/advice-school-and-pru-leaders-and-governors-how-continue-school-and-pru-business
https://gov.wales/supporting-your-children-use-welsh-language-home
https://gov.wales/check-catch-prepare-summer-and-september-all-schools-wales-enter-next-phase
https://gov.wales/check-catch-prepare-summer-and-september-all-schools-wales-enter-next-phase
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MFE-letter-to-heads-and-governors-002-June-2020-ENG.pdf
https://gov.wales/written-statement-publication-guidance-support-educational-settings-increase-capacity
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Foperational-guidance-schools-and-settings-keep-education-safe-covid-19&data=02%7C01%7CJacqui.ODonnell%40gov.wales%7C33b31dc06eb840a49afe08d80d417423%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637273922057738973&sdata=DC%2BkZMxZGdDgiuxQagjocUE4PEj24o1O4jAA24yWCJQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fguidance-learning-over-summer-term-keep-education-safe&data=02%7C01%7CJacqui.ODonnell%40gov.wales%7C33b31dc06eb840a49afe08d80d417423%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637273922057748965&sdata=0evCUJAbYpRcX%2F2gTx4LmqfnBbISlq0ou58091QW0SU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fprotecting-staff-and-under-5-year-olds-coronavirus-childcare&data=02%7C01%7CJacqui.ODonnell%40gov.wales%7C33b31dc06eb840a49afe08d80d417423%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637273922057768955&sdata=JOP3IwtzD%2Bcm8yDvbdfeyUoi8P%2BHPve0CUowJSDW%2FiY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fschools-increasing-operations-29-june-coronavirus&data=02%7C01%7CJacqui.ODonnell%40gov.wales%7C33b31dc06eb840a49afe08d80d417423%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637273922057738973&sdata=lQp4IL9cMxvcbQRR0UbTugMz%2B9FxwkWmma6PBFNd9uM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:post%40GwEGogledd.Cymru?subject=


Welsh Government Information and Guidance

Make sure you receive Welsh Government’s weekly updates and developments on education and training sectors in 
Wales. Sign up  to Dysg here

Dysg Newsletter

The Young Person’s Mental Health Toolkit directs young people, aged 11 to 25, to a variety of online resources which can 
help them through the lockdown and beyond. In each of the six sections there are websites, apps, helplines, and more 
which support mental health and wellbeing.

Young Person’s Mental Health Toolkit

Useful Links
GwE Resources on Google Classroom
 ͽ Guidance on Google Classroom and Microsoft Teams
 ͽ Further information
GwE Covid-19 Updates
 ͽ GwE information & updates sent to schools

Google Classroom for Teaching Assistants
 ͽ Instructions on how to access the page using your Hwb account  
 ͽ Guidance on how to use Google Classroom
 ͽ Voiceover explaining what’s included in the Google Classroom

Newsletters
 ͽ Welsh Newsletter
 ͽ STEM Gogledd Newsletter

Click here for the latest copy of their Newsletter.

STEM Gogledd Newsletter

Welsh Government links regarding the coronavirus can be found below:

• Welsh Government coronavirus website: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid19
• Welsh Government guidance for educational settings: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid-19-educational-settings-

guidance
• Welsh Government: Education and childcare: coronavirus: https://gov.wales/education-coronavirus
• COVID-19: travel guidance for the education sector: https://gov.wales/coronavirus-travel-guidance-education-

settings-and-students-html
• Public Health Wales advice: https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/latest-information-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/
• Follow on Twitter @WG_Education or www.facebook.com/educationwales

Covid 19 - Welsh Government Updates

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKWALES/subscriber/new?qsp=UKWALES_1&utm_source=%2A+SCHOOLS%2A+CSC+Communications+List&utm_campaign=3767e0cf63-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_06_17_11_16_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_693196c4f6-3767e0cf63-128852001
http://www.facebook.com/educationwales 
https://t.co/O5tiSSLUs5?amp=1
https://sites.google.com/hwbcymru.net/gwe-adnoddauresources/cartref-home
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Update-Covid-19-200320.pdf
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/gwe-updates/?lang=en
https://bit.ly/Google-Classroom-Instructions-for-TAs
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Google-Classroom.pdf
https://bit.ly/Voiceover-Google-Classroom
https://bit.ly/3e3wQun
https://us20.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=29a4d40dc01a7b9ac4863db1b&id=14d093c237
https://mailchi.mp/2f69038c5d59/cylchlythyr-stem-gogledd-stem-gogledd-newsletter?e=f361979182
https://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid19
http://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid-19-educational-settings-guidance
http://gov.wales/coronavirus-covid-19-educational-settings-guidance
https://gov.wales/education-coronavirus
https://gov.wales/coronavirus-travel-guidance-education-settings-and-students-html
https://gov.wales/coronavirus-travel-guidance-education-settings-and-students-html
https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/latest-information-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/
https://twitter.com/WG_Education
http://www.facebook.com/educationwales 


After 17 years on the Wrexham Glyndŵr University campus, we are busy putting the finishing touches to our Xplore! 
Science Discovery Centre in Wrexham town centre (as much as is practically possible!) and we can’t wait to welcome 
everyone when it’s safe to do so.  Excitingly, we have already started to use our new brand Xplore! on our website  www.
xplorescience.co.uk and social media channels www.facebook.com/XploreScience / www.twitter.com/xplorescienceuk  

We are currently releasing STEM videos, quizzes and bilingual activity sheets through our social 
media channels and at  www.xploresciencecentre.blogspot.com on a weekly basis for schools 
and families, free of charge.  We are also looking ahead and adapting our centre and activities to 
ensure we can support schools while social distancing measures remain in place.  

Please contact us at  projects@xplorescience.co.uk if you have any suggestions or requests for how we can support each 
other during these difficult times.  

Xplore! Science Discovery Centre, Wrexham

Click here for more information on the Intermediate Level Welsh Language Sabbatical Course and to apply.

Intermediate Level Welsh Language Sabbatical Course

Thinking about developing your Welsh language skills? Click here to take a look at the possibilities.

Professional Learning - Welsh Language

Information and Guidance from Others

The Great Science Share for Schools is coming to schools all over the United Kingdom on 16 June 
2020. The Great Science Share for Schools would love to hear from schools in Wales to widen 
the campaign and help more pupils get involved in science. The event is an annual campaign to 
inspire young people to share their scientific questions with new audiences. The Great Science 
Share for Schools is about children communicating something that they have been investigating 
which starts with a question that they are interested in, and has reached over 100,000 young 
people since its launch in 2016. 
Follow this link to find out more information about the Great Science Share for Schools and how 
to get involved, including access to bilingual materials.

Great Science Share for Schools

www.greatscienceshare.org

http://www.xplorescience.co.uk
http://www.xplorescience.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/XploreScience
http://www.twitter.com/xplorescienceuk 
http://www.xploresciencecentre.blogspot.com
mailto:projects%40xplorescience.co.uk?subject=
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Saesneg-Flyer-Hyrwyddo-Cwrs-Sabothol-Canolradd-Ebrill-2020.pdf
https://bit.ly/2z9JQQk
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/GSS-Day-Schedule-2020-small-file-size.pdf
https://www.greatscienceshare.org/#about-1
http://www.greatscienceshare.org


🖱 post@gwenorth.wales

 ͽ Estyn - Cameos and ideas from schools and PRUs on 
continuing with school business

 ͽ Primary Science Teaching Trust - Support

 ͽ The National Library of Wales - Teen Blog

Useful Links
 ͽ BookTrust Cymru - Home Time Digital Tour

 ͽ NSPCC and Department for Education Campaign - 
Toolkit for the helpline

 ͽ Covid-19: 24/7 Parenting - evidence-informed guides for 
parents

Members of the SSCE Cymru Network produced this document to provide schools and local authorities in Wales with 
information about the funding streams available, along with advice on completing the application forms. The advice 
comes from members of the funding panels, as well as schools and local authorities that have been successful in applying 
for the grants.

Service Children - funding guidance for schools in Wales

Free Welsh language software released to help with lockdown home schooling and working - click here for more 
information.

Cysgliad – software that helps with Welsh 
language spellchecking and grammar checking

HEADSPROUT
There are now FREE 90 day Headsprout licences giving access to online reading tuition, supported by a FREE 
comprehensive online training package from Bangor University. Click here for further information.
If you would like to join the project, or if you have any questions, please e-mail sarah.e.roberts@bangor.ac.uk

North Wales Online Reading Project – Keeping Pupils Reading!

https://www.estyn.gov.wales/document/cameos-and-ideas-schools-and-prus-continuing-school-business
https://www.estyn.gov.wales/document/cameos-and-ideas-schools-and-prus-continuing-school-business
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Newsletter-May-2020KS-Kathy-Schofield.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/booktrust-cymru-8139038227
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/NSPCC-and-DfE-helpline-toolkit-English.pdf
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/NSPCC-and-DfE-helpline-toolkit-English.pdf
https://www.covid19parenting.com/
https://www.covid19parenting.com/
https://www.sscecymru.co.uk/files/Service%20children%20-%20funding%20guidance%20for%20schools%20in%20Wales%20(2020-21)%20V1.pdf
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Datganiad-ir-wasg-lansio-Cysgliad-am-ddim-Mai-2020-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.gwegogledd.cymru/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/1-Keeping-Pupils-Reading-Flyer-FINAL-all-logos.pdf
mailto:sarah.e.roberts%40bangor.ac.uk?subject=Headsprout

